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A similar reform was
implemented in Spain

in 2012

1) Impact on mortality
of afffected population

(previous paper)

2) Impact on reporting
behaviour of IPV 

victims (current paper)

3) Impact on 
Reproductive Health 

(ongoing work)

Restricted Access to 
the healthcare system

for undocumented
immigrants (right-wing)

The Universality of the 
system was restored in 

2018 (left-wing)
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1) Mortality
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2) IPV
Access to health care may affect reporting behavior of 

IPV victims

Causal relationship between health care access & IPV 
reporting: Two channels:

1) Direct: Doctors must report evidence of IPV to judges

2) Promote reporting: information rights, referal to SS

How? Exploit a reform that restricted access to health
care system for undocumented immigrants (Spain, 

2012)
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The Reform: September 2012

• Restrict free access to the health care service

• Health care was cancelled if does not have a 
residence permit

Content

• Government reports that 873,000 health 
cards were cancelled (13.87% of immigrant 
population & 1.86% of total population in 
2012). Some LEGAL immigrants affected.

Potential Impact of the 
Reform
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IPV reports per 10,000 women

A reduction by 12,7%



Restricted Use - À usage restreint

Direct report by doctors
or empowering

mechanism for IPV 
victims

Change in the behavior of 
perpretators: change in IPV 

incidence

Potential Mechanisms



Restricted Use - À usage restreint



Restricted Use - À usage restreint

3) Reproductive Health (Ongoing Work)

Impact of the reform
on reproductive

health
Register data on the 

universe of abortions, 
births and health at

birth
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THANKS!!!

judit.vall@ub.edu

@juditvall.bsky.social
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Applications for protection orders per 10,000 women

A reduction by 12,4%
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