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Evidence: Context and culture mat-
ter, no overall consistency.
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Improvements in women's relative economic opportunities
raise their outside options and bargaining power and lower
VAW.

Labour supply (“context”) and “outside” an option (“culture”).

Backlash

Increases in women’s economic independence challenge
gender roles, provoking a backlash, increasing VAW.

But are perpetrators simply “reactive”? Or more strategic?

Coercive Control
Economic abuse — forcing financial dependence - a core tactic
by VAW perpetrators for establishing power in relationships.
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ATTACKS on women in the home have soared by more than 2,000 a week since the start of
the recession.
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beissued today, reflecting concen that women are to be worst hit by the
economic crisis.
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The Two Effects of Unemployment

¢ Some individuals / h-holds

experience job loss.

e Labour market uncertainty
perceived at population level.

Question: Impact of unemployment on
VAW at population level or in house-
holds affected by job loss?

— Different data requirements and
different policy implications!
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Figure 1: Unemployment rates by gender and age-group 2004-2011.
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Exploited also significant regional variation.
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Figure 2: Change in unemployment rate 2004-2011 by PFA.
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Evidence at the population level (using the British Crime Survey)
supported the bargaining/empowerment hypothesis.

Table 1: Impact of Unemployment Gender (F-M) Gap on Abuse

Age Group
16-24  25-34 35-49 50-59
0.082** 0.122** 0.128* -0.047
(0.030) (0.044) (0.063) (0.096)

Own Qualification

Female LFP in Cell

“Low” “High“
0.114*  0.089**
(0.053)  (0.024)

“Low” “High”
0.075* 0.137*
(0.025)  (0.045)

Obs.

86,731
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Job Displacement, Unemploy-
ment Benefits and Domestic
Violence

Sonia Bhalotra, Diogo G. C. Britto, Paolo Pinotti, Breno Sampaio



Bhalotra et al. [2021] merge Brazilian employer-employee and
social welfare registers with data on VAW cases brought to
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Figure 3: The effect of male and female job loss on domestic violence,
judicial suits
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Attribute to job losses — negative income shocks and “exposure”.
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Policy Implications

Should be more concerned specifically for households that
experience job losses than VAW incidence effects in the wider
population.

Where Data Can Help

But we would need more data and evidence — more countries,
alt. VAW measures — on the VAW effect in households
affected by job losses.
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Keskin [2021]: Trade liberalization in Cambodia

But again, mind the coercive control ...

Coercive Control: Difficult to Empirically Demonstrate
Adams et al. [2024]: Women who later on will report VAW the policy reduce their

labour supply/earnings right from the relationship’s start (Finland). 10



References

A. Adams, K. Huttunen, E. Nix, and N. Zhang. The dynamics of abusive
relationships. Quarterly Journal of Economics, 2024.

A. Aizer. The gender wage gap and domestic violence. American
Economic Review, 100(4):1847-59, 2010.

D. Anderberg, H. Rainer, J. Wadsworth, and T. Wilson. Unemployment
and domestic violence: Theory and evidence. The Economic Journal,
126(597):1947-1979, 2016.

S. Bhalotra, D. Britto, P. Pinotti, and B. Sampaio. Job displacement,
unemployment benefits and domestic violence. IZA DP No. 17129,
2021.



G. J. Bobonis, M. Gonzalez-Brenes, and R. Castro. Public transfers and
domestic violence: The roles of private information and spousal
control. American Economic Journal: Economic Policy, 5(1):179-205,
2013.

E. Bulte and R. Lensink. Women's empowerment and domestic abuse:
Experimental evidence from vietnam. European economic review, 115:
172-191, 2019.

B. Erten and P. Keskin. Trade-offs? The impact of wto accession on
intimate partner violence in Cambodia. The Review of Economics and
Statistics, pages 1-40, 2021.

E. Guarnieri and H. Rainer. Colonialism and female empowerment: A
two-sided legacy. Journal of Development Economics, 151(C), 2021.



M. Hidrobo, A. Peterman, and L. Heise. The effect of cash, vouchers,
and food transfers on intimate partner violence: evidence from a
randomized experiment in northern ecuador. American Economic
Journal: Applied Economics, 8(3):284-303, 2016.

D. Sanin. Women's employment, husbands' economic self-interest and
domestic violence. Technical report, University of South Carolina,
2024.



	References

