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DONOR QUESTIONNAIRE ON AID FOR TRADE 

 

 

 

 

 

This questionnaire is intended to solicit information about the progress made since the 2008 self assessment. 

It focuses in particular on the outcomes of aid-for-trade strategies and programmes to further knowledge 

sharing among stakeholders. 

For further details or additional forms please visit www.oecd.org/dac/aft/questionnaire or contact the 

secretariats of the OECD (aft.monitoring@oecd.org) or the WTO (aft.monitoring@wto.org). 

COUNTRY:  United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 

 

A. YOUR AID-FOR-TRADE STRATEGY 

   

1. HAS YOUR AID-FOR-TRADE STRATEGY CHANGED SINCE 2008? 

YES   NO   NOT SURE   NOT APPLICABLE   

1.1 If YES, please rate the importance of each of the following changes? 

Greater focus on:  
MOST  

IMPORTANT 
IMPORTANT LESS  

IMPORTANT 

NOT  

IMPORTANT 

NOT  

SURE 

   •  Economic growth      

   •  Poverty reduction      

   •  Climate change and green growth      

   •  Gender equality      

   •  Regional integration       

   •  Monitoring and evaluating results      

Different geographic focus      

Please specify:       

Different thematic focus      

Please specify:       

Phasing out of aid for trade       

Other      

Please specify:       

1.2 If YES, please rate the importance of the following driving forces behind these changes:  

 
MOST  

IMPORTANT 
IMPORTANT LESS  

IMPORTANT 

NOT  

IMPORTANT 

NOT  

SURE 

The economic crisis      
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Changed priorities in the development 

strategies of partner countries 
     

Changed priorities in the development 

strategies of regional bodies 
     

Change of national government       

Changes in bilateral trade and 

investment relations 
     

Changed priorities in your  development 

cooperation  
     

New research, approaches, or aid 

instruments  
     

More focus on triangular  

co-operation  
     

Other      

Please specify:        

 

2. LOOKING AHEAD TO 2013, IS YOUR GOVERNMENT PLANNING ANY CHANGES TO ITS  

 AID-FOR-TRADE STRATEGY? 

YES   NO   NOT SURE   NOT APPLICABLE   

2.1  If YES, please rate the importance of the changes your government is planning: 

Greater focus on:  
MOST  

IMPORTANT 
IMPORTANT LESS  

IMPORTANT 

NOT  

IMPORTANT 

NOT  

SURE 

Economic growth      

Poverty reduction      

Climate change and green growth      

Gender equality      

Regional integration       

Monitoring and evaluating results      

Different geographic focus       

Please specify:        

Different thematic focus      

Please specify:        

Phasing out of aid for trade       

Other      

Please specify:        
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B.  YOUR AID-FOR-TRADE FINANCING 

 
DEMAND 

 
3. HAS THE DEMAND FOR AID FOR TRADE FROM YOUR PARTNER COUNTRIES CHANGED 

 SINCE 2008? 

SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASED   INCREASED   LITTLE/NO CHANGE   DECLINED   NOT SURE   

3.1  If the demand increased, please describe from which countries and for which type of 

 aid for trade:  

The demand for Aid for Trade projects has increased noticably in all regions of the developing world, 

in particular from LDCs as a consequence of the Doha negotiations being on the backburner. 

Enterprise upgrading and productive capacity development as well as quality infrastructure 

development for SPS/TBT compliance are the two main areas of growth for UNIDO. 

 

4. HAS THE DEMAND FOR AID FOR TRADE FOR REGIONAL INTEGRATION PROGRAMMES 

 CHANGED SINCE 2008? 

SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASED   INCREASED   LITTLE/NO CHANGE   DECLINED   NOT SURE   

4.1 If the demand increased, please describe from which regions and for which type of aid  

 for trade:   

UNIDO cooperates with regional organizations such as UEMOA, ECOWAS, EAC and SAARC in 

implementing trade capacity building projects as part of regional planning and budgeting frameworks 

such as the EU West Africa Quality Programme that is being executed by UNIDO. With some of the 

EPAs coming through, demand for UNIDO services has increased significantly.  

 

RESOURCES 

 
5. HAVE YOUR AID-FOR-TRADE RESOURCES INCREASED SINCE 2008? 

YES   NO   NOT SURE   

 

6. DOES YOUR AGENCY HAVE INDICATIVE FORWARD SPENDING PLANS? 

YES   NO   NOT SURE   

6.1.  If YES, do these forward spending plans include estimates for aid for trade? 

YES   NO   NOT SURE   

6.2   If YES, please specify these estimates:  As mentioned in the last donor questionnaire, UNIDO 

Aid for Trade projects are 90% funded through bilateral and multilateral donor financing and trust 

funds. The forward commitments are thus a function of the next years' implementation budget of our 

ongoing projects plus the future disbursements for hard-pipeline projects. According to UNIDO's data 

the approved and hard pipeline projects for the period 2010-2013 for UNIDO Aid for Trade activities 

amount to $149 M. 

 

C. IMPLEMENTING YOUR AID-FOR-TRADE STRATEGY 

 

7. IN HOW MANY OF YOUR POLICY DIALOGUES IS TRADE NOW A REGULAR TOPIC  

 OF DISCUSSION? 
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> 75% 75% - 50% 50% - 25% < 25% NOT SURE NOT 

APPLICABLE 

With partner countries       

With regional communities         

 

8. IS THIS AN IMPROVEMENT COMPARED TO 2008? 

 
SIGNIFICANT MODERATE LITTLE/NONE NOT SURE NOT 

APPLICABLE 

With partner countries      

With regional communities      

9. IS THE PRIVATE SECTOR INVOLVED IN YOUR DIALOGUE? 

 ALWAYS SOMETIMES RARELY/NEVER NOT SURE 

With partner countries     

With regional communities     

9.1 Please describe and provide examples of your experience in dialogues that involve the  

 private sector:   

International trade is increasingly dominated by global value chains and thereby driven by the private 

sector both at the exporting and importing end of transactions. Therefore, UNIDO projects actively 

engage the private sector during the design phase of new project (needs assessment, surveys, 

definition of activities), in governance (participation in Steering Committees, technical working 

groups) and also in the implementation (equal access to technical assistance for public and private 

sector).  

 

10. IS CIVIL SOCIETY INVOLVED IN YOUR DIALOGUE?  

 ALWAYS SOMETIMES RARELY/NEVER NOT SURE 

With partner countries     

With regional communities     

10.1 Please describe and provide examples of your experience in dialogues that involve  

 civil society:  Mostly during the design phase of a project, UNIDO thrives to assess the needs of 

all related stakeholders, including the civil society (mostly with regard to consumer issues). Consumer 

associations and NGOs (local and international) play an increasingly important role in giving 

expecially the poor a platform to voice their opinion regarding UNIDO interventions.  

 

11. ARE YOU HARMONISING YOUR STRATEGY WITH OTHER DONORS BETTER NOW THAN YOU 

 WERE BEFORE 2008? 

SIGNIFICANTLY   MODERATELY   RARELY/NEVER   NOT SURE   NOT APPLICABLE   

11.1 If you are harmonising better, how often do you use the following approaches? 

 ALWAYS SOMETIMES RARELY/NEVER NOT SURE 

Joint needs assessment     

Co-financing     

Sector-wide approaches     

Joint implementation     
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Common monitoring      

Joint evaluation     

Other     

 Please specify:        

 

12. HAS ALIGNMENT OF YOUR AID-FOR-TRADE PROGRAMME IMPROVED SINCE 2008? 

 SIGNIFICANT MODERATE LITTLE/

NONE 

NOT 

SURE 

NOT 

APPLICABLE 

With partner country priorities       

With the Enhanced integrated Framework       

With regional priorities      

Please elaborate with examples:        

12.1. How many of your aid-for-trade programmes are aligned around trade priorities of? 

 > 75% 75% - 50% 50% - 25% < 25% NOT SURE NOT 
APPLICABLE 

Partner countries’ 

development  strategies 
      

The DTIS Action Matrix  

(for LDCs) 
      

Regional organisations  

development strategies 
      

 

13. HAS THE MONITORING OF YOUR AID-FOR-TRADE PROGRAMMES IMPROVED SINCE 2008? 

SIGNIFICANTLY   MODERATELY   RARELY/NEVER   NOT SURE   

13.1  If there have been improvements, how often do you: 

 ALWAYS SOMETIMES RARELY/NEVER NOT SURE 

Use your own monitoring      

Rely on partner countries’ monitoring processes     

Use joint monitoring  arrangements     
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13.2  Please provide examples and describe your experience with monitoring your aid-for-trade 

 programmes:   

Demonstrating impact of AFT projects is increasingl y required but 
existing frameworks are still weak.  

1. UNIDO thematic evaluation 

UNIDO has undertaken a thematic evaluation of its S tandards, 
Metrology, Testing and Quality Infrastructure relat ed projects. This 
thematic evaluation aimed at recommendations and le ssons learned that 
should help further improve UNIDO performance. The thematic evaluation 
included reviewing evaluation reports of terminated  projects; carrying 
out evaluations of projects coming to an end in 200 8; analysis of the 
approach and design of the latest generation of ong oing and 
forthcoming projects and an assessment of UNIDO’s t hematic leadership 
through “Global Forum ” activities. The findings of the thematic 
evaluation have been throroughly reviewed and recom mendations been 
taken-up for current and future projects. 

 

2. Impact assessment of trade-capacity related tech nical assistance on 
poverty reduction 

UNIDO aims at strengthening the efforts of the inte rnational community 
by developing a model for assessing the poverty imp acts of trade 
capacity-building interventions through SMTQ develo pment, which can 
both facilitate the evaluation of technical assista nce in terms of its 
impacts on the poor and guide the design and implem entation of 
interventions towards being more pro-poor. The find ings of this 
project will be highly beneficial for the ongoing m onitoring and 
evaluation exercises that are currently being carri ed out by various 
donors and agencies: In implementing this project, UNIDO will engage 
with on-going work by partner agencies and organiza tions towards 
better evaluation of TCB interventions, as well as development 
assistance more generally. UNIDO will seek partners hips with other key 
agencies engaged in impact monitoring such as WTO, OECD, and bi-
laterals.  

 

D. IS YOUR AID FOR TRADE WORKING? 

 
14. DOES YOUR AID-FOR-TRADE STRATEGY DEFINE CLEAR OBJECTIVES? 

YES   NO   NOT SURE   NOT APPLICABLE   

14.1 If YES, what are the objectives of your aid-for-trade strategy? 

 MOST 

IMPORTANT 

IMPORTANT LESS 

IMPORTANT 

NOT 

IMPORTANT 

Enhanced understanding of the  

role of trade in economic development 

(awareness) 

    

Increased trade profile (mainstreaming)     

Larger aid-for-trade flows     
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Increased exports      

Increased trade       

Export diversification     

Increased economic growth     

Reduced poverty     

Greater environmental sustainability     

Greater gender equality     

Other     

Please specify:        

 

15. WHAT IS THE SHARE OF YOUR AID FOR TRADE PROGRAMMES THAT CONTAIN 

 QUANTIFIABLE OBJECTIVES? 

> 75%   75% - 50%  50% - 25%   < 25%   NOT SURE   NOT APPLICABLE   

 

16. HAS YOUR GOVERNMENT EVALUATED ITS AID-FOR-TRADE STRATEGY, PROGRAMMES  

 OR PROJECTS? 

 YES NO NOT SURE 

Overall strategy    

Programmes and projects    

Both     

16.1 If YES, please provide a copy of the(se) evaluation(s) when submitting this questionnaire. 

16.2  If NO, is your government planning an evaluation of its: 

 YES NO NOT SURE 

Overall strategy    

Programmes and projects    

Both     

16.3  If YES, for which year is the evaluation planned? 

 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Overall strategy     

Programmes and projects     

Both      

 

17. PLEASE RATE THE IMPORTANCE OF THE FOLLOWING CHALLENGES IN EVALUATING YOUR 

 AID-FOR-TRADE STRATEGY, PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS: 
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 MOST 
IMPORTANT 

IMPORTANT LESS 
IMPORTANT 

NOT 
IMPORTANT 

Difficulty in identifying quantifiable 

objectives 
    

Difficulty in obtaining in-country data     

Absence of suitable indicators     

Budgetary constraints      

Ability of in-country staff to collect and 

report data 
    

Ability of project partners to collect and 

report data 
    

Difficulty of assigning trade outcomes to 

the programme 
    

Difficulty in identifying quantifiable 

objectives 
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18. ARE THERE ANY PARTICULAR EXAMPLES OF YOUR AID-FOR-TRADE PROCESSES, 

 PROGRAMMES OR PROJECTS THAT HAVE OBTAINED GOOD RESULTS THAT YOU THINK 

 COULD CONTRIBUTE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF GOOD PRACTICES?  

 Please list and describe:   

 

THE UNIDO PUBLICATION ENTITLED AID FOR TRADE: A GLO BAL CALL FOR 
ACTION, DESCRIBES UNIDO’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE INITI ATIVE. AID FOR 
TRADE HAS BECOME BOTH THE MAIN REFERENCE AND A DRIVING FORCE FOR 
PRESENT AND PLANNED TRADE CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMMES OF UNIDO, BE 
THESE REGIONAL OR NATIONAL, WHICH ARE OFTEN UNDERTAKEN IN 
COOPERATION WITH OTHER UNITED NATIONS AGENCIES. 
AN IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE AID FOR TRADE INIT IATIVE IS 
UNIDO’S SUBSTANTIAL DIALOGUE WITH THE LDCS. THE LDC  MINISTERIAL 
CONFERENCES “AID FOR TRADE – AN INDUSTRIAL AGENDA F OR LDCS ”  AND 
“ IMPACT OF THE GLOBAL ECONOMIC CRISIS ON THE LDCS’ PRODUCTIVE 
CAPACITIES AND TRADE PROSPECTS: THREATS & OPPORTUNITIES ” THAT WERE 
HELD IN SIEM REAP IN 2008 AND IN VIENNA IN 2009 PRO VIDE A PROMINENT 
PLATFORM FOR LDCS TO VOICE THEIR INTERESTS. UNIDO W ORKS CLOSELY 
WITH COUNTRIES ENGAGED IN THE EIF PROCESS AND WHERE POSSIBLE TAKES 
ON THE ROLE OF AN IMPLEMENTING AGENCY. 
THE SECOND EDITION OF ITS KEY PUBLICATION - TRADE C APACITY BUILDING 
RESOURCE GUIDE, WHICH HAS BEEN RECOGNIZED AS A MAJOR CONTRIBUTION 
TO AID FOR TRADE AND UN COHERENCE PROVIDES INFORMATION ON TRADE-
RELATED INTERVENTIONS OF 21 UN AGENCIES AND THIS YE AR ALSO INCLUDES 
IFAD, THE IMF, ITU, AND UNWTO, AS WELL AS FIVE REGI ONAL DEVELOPMENT 
BANKS, AFDB, ADB, CDB, EBRD, AND IDB ALONG WITH SEV EN INTER-AGENCY 
COOPERATION MECHANISMS. THE GUIDE HAS BEEN EXTENDED BY A SECOND 
VOLUME COVERING ALL 24 OECD DAC MEMBERS, AND IT GIV ES GREATER 
VISIBILITY TO BILATERAL COOPERATION AND REFLECTS CL OSER 
COLLABORATION WITH THE ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT (OECD). THE PUBLICATION DESCRIBES THE D AC MEMBERS' AID 
FOR TRADE STRATEGIES, OFFICIAL AID AGENCIES, OTHER TRADE-RELATED 
ORGANIZATIONS AND TRADE-RELATED PROGRAMMES AND INITIATIVES ALONG 
THE TEN TCB CATEGORIES, ENABLING USERS TO EASILY TA P THE RANGE OF 
EXPERTISE AVAILABLE IN THE UN SYSTEM, BILATERAL COU NTRY AND OTHER 
DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS. 

 

19. DOES YOUR GOVERNMENT CONSIDER IT USEFUL TO MONITOR AID FOR TRADE AT THE 

 GLOBAL LEVEL? 

VERY USEFUL   USEFUL   NOT USEFUL   NOT SURE   

 

20. WHAT DO YOU SEE AS MAJOR CHALLENGES OR AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT IN 

 MONITORING AID FOR TRADE AT THE GLOBAL LEVEL?   

 Please describe and provide examples:   

 
DESPITE THESE OPERATIONAL CHALLENGES OF ENTERING AID FOR TRADE DATA 
INTO THE CRS DATABASE, THE MANY AGENCIES SUPPORTING THE INITIATIVE 
HAVE DIFFERENT APPROACHES TO MONITORING. THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE FOR 
THE INITIATIVE IN THE COMING YEARS WILL BE TO HARMO NIZE THE 
DIFFERENT APPROACHES AND TO TURN AWAY FROM A CASE STUDY BASED 
APPROACH. 

 


