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While the phrase policy coherence for development (PCD) is hard to define it recognises a very 
important concept – that the achievement of international development and poverty reduction targets 
depend not only on aid but on the policy decisions taken across a wide range of sectoral and 
macroeconomic policies in both developed and developing countries. It is a process whereby a government 
makes an effort to design policies that take account of other policy communities, minimise conflicts and 
maximise synergies. Achieving policy coherence is difficult because of multiple policy objectives and 
conflicting interests. Consequently, a degree of incoherence may be inevitable but the trade-offs should be 
made transparent and action taken to minimise the negative impacts on development. 

At the OECD, the initial focus was on improving internal policy coherence of development policies, 
���. improving the targeting, management and evaluation of aid agency programmes and projects. In recent 
years, increased attention has been given to integrating the development dimension across the work of 
other policy areas, ���� understanding how policies for migration, agricultural, investment etc. affect 
developing countries. 
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The purpose of the Forum is to bring together developed and developing country representatives from 
both the agriculture and development communities to discuss issues relating to the inter-linkages between 
agricultural-related policies and development objectives. To this end, the key objectives of the Forum are 
the following. 

a) �������� the impacts of OECD agricultural policies on developing countries and consider their 
relative importance and the implications for coherence with development objectives. 

b) �		
������
 positive examples of coherency between agricultural policies and development 
objectives, and discuss how these could be applied elsewhere. 

c) �������
the role of various stakeholders in improving policy coherence. 

d) ����������� how policy coherence for development can be better integrated into OECD 
government policy making with specific reference to agricultural policies. 

An annotated agenda for the Forum has been developed to meet the four key objectives and to focus 
on the coherence of agricultural-related policies in meeting development priorities. The first session will 
set the scene be introducing the concept of agricultural PCD from the perspective and practice of policy 
makers, producers, and the poor. The second and third sessions examine the coherency of various 
agricultural-related policy measures (such as export subsidies, tariffs, payments, import regulations, aid 
assistance etc.) in addressing two of the crucial development objectives relevant to agriculture (expanding 
trade, and alleviating hunger and poverty). The fourth session will bring together the lessons learnt through 
a high-level round table discussion between invited experts from the field of agriculture and development, 
and the private and public sectors. 
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�������Neil FRASER (New Zealand)
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The session will provide the context for the Forum by defining the meeting objectives, the key issues that 
need to be considered in terms of agricultural policy coherence for development (PCD), and introductory 
thoughts on the concept and practice of PCD from country, producer and poor perspectives. 
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This will outline the main PCD issues for agriculture, drawing on the original paper 
and work done by Ireland to put the framework into practice in developing countries, 
���� in Tanzania and Uganda. 
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This will discuss how PCD has been achieved in Finland, the issues, the obstacles, and 
how they have been overcome, with particular reference to agriculture. 
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This will discuss the issue from the farmer’s perspective (���� what needs to be done, 
what the biggest issues are, etc.) including the role of producer organisation in 
achieving PCD.�
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This will provide, from the perspective of the poor, an understanding of what aspects 
of agricultural-related PCD are important and why, some examples of where PCD has 
been achieved, and comment on the role of non-government organisations/civil society 
in achieving PCD. 
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WTO members have committed themselves to achieving a fair and market orientated trading system for 
agriculture. This session will consider the issue of PCD in terms of enhancing global agricultural trade, 
examining both the extent to which policy (in)coherence is impacting on trade, and the relationship 
between trade and development. 
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Drawing on recent OECD work, this will provide an overview of developments in 
agricultural-related trade policies (export subsidies, tariffs, payments, SPS and other 
NTB) and trade flows since the mid-1990s, and the work done in linking trade 
liberalisation and household income.�
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This will discuss the role of policy coherence in enhancing trade and the link to 
development, providing examples of where policy coherence has enhanced trade and 
subsequently led to development, and where it has not, emphasising priority areas for 
action, and how PCD can be better integrated into the policy making process.�
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This will provide a Brazilian perspective on the issue of PCD as it relates to 
agriculture, drawing on Brazil’s experience with OECD agricultural-related policies 
(���. tariffs, NTBs, export subsidies, payments) and Brazilian agricultural-related 
policies (���� rural development, farm support, trade), examining the extent to which 
these are acting in a coherent manner, with emphasis on enhancing global agricultural 
trade, commenting where possible on the relevance for other Latin American countries. 
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This will provide a Chinese perspective on the issue of PCD as it relates to agriculture, 
drawing on China’s experience with aid policies (bilateral, multilateral and NGO), 
OECD agricultural-related policies (���� tariffs, NTBs, export subsidies, payments), 
and Chinese agricultural-related policies (���. rural development, farm support, trade), 
examining the extent to which these are acting in a coherent manner, with emphasis on 
enhancing global agricultural trade, commenting where possible on the relevance for 
other Asian countries. 
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The OECD will host a cocktail reception following the close of Session 2 in ���	
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Of the eight millennium development goals, the first goal, to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, is 
most directly relevant for agriculture. This goal has two targets: to halve, between 1990 and 2015, (1) the 
proportion of people whose income is less than one dollar a day; and (2) the proportion of people who 
suffer from hunger. This session will discuss the issues that are raised when considering this goal and 
targets through the lens of policy coherence. 
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This will provide an up-to-date account of progress towards the goal of eradicating 
poverty and hunger, including the main obstacles encountered and the success stories 
that have occurred, emphasising the extent to which these have been the result of 
policy (in)coherence. 
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This will examine the role PCD in agriculture can take in achieving the millennium 
development goals by 2015, including priorities for action and the role of various 
stakeholders in the process. 
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This will provide an Indian perspective on the issue of PCD as it relates to agriculture, 
drawing on India’s experience with aid policies (bilateral, multilateral and NGO), 
OECD agricultural-related policies (���� tariffs, NTBs, export subsidies, payments), 
and Indian agricultural-related policies (���� rural development, farm support, trade) 
examining the extent to which these are acting in a coherent manner, with emphasis on 
the goals of eradicating hunger and poverty, commenting where possible on the 
relevance for other Asian countries. 
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This will provide an African perspective on the issue of PCD as it relates to 
agriculture, drawing on Africa’s experience with aid policy (bilateral, multilateral and 
NGO), OECD agricultural policies (���. tariffs, NTBs, export subsidies, payments), 
and African agricultural policy (���� rural development, farm support, trade), 
examining the extent to which these are acting in a coherent manner, with emphasis on 
the goals of eradicating hunger and poverty. 
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The aim of Session 4 is to review what has been learnt in relation to the four Forum objectives. The 
session will be organised around a ����/	���	
 ��
����&	� discussion between invited experts from the 
field of agriculture and development, and the private and public sectors. The roundtable participants will 
have an opportunity to exchange their views and assessments of the issues raised in the previous sessions, 
including the identification of common points and areas of divergence, areas of coherency and 
incoherency, and their prioritisation of the actions that need to be taken. 
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